
Wildlife	Friendly	Fencing	for	Teton	County

A	Resource	Notebook	for	the	Jackson	Hole	Community

prepared	by	the
Jackson	Hole	Wildlife	Foundation

First	Edition
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How	can	fences	be	a	problem?

This barbed wire fence could become a deadly obstacle for wildlife.

Fences	pose	a	problem	to	wildlife	in	
significant	

ways	we	don’t	always	see.		
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Elk,	deer	and	moose	can	become	
entangled	in	fencing

Barbed wire fences can catch the hooves of animals 
trying to jump a fence.

When they struggle to escape, the wire tightens 
like a noose around their hoof.
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Trumpeter	Swans

Swans are the largest waterfowl in the country and need 100 
unobstructed feet to take off.  Fences crossing waterways pose a 

significant threat to a struggling population of native swans.

Fences often maim or kill swans during take-off and landing.
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Fences	inhibit	movement	along	migration	
corridors	and	impact	many	species	of	wildlife

Elk, deer and moose will go out of their way to use a section of 
a buck and rail fence that has been dropped.

Facts	listed	from	studies	conducted	on	fencing	impacts	to	

wildlife:

Deer,	elk	and	moose	get	back	legs	entangled	in	the	top	strand	of	barbed	wire	fences.

Fences	create	a	barrier	to	movement	as	animals	seek	to	meet	their	daily	needs	for	water,	
shade	and	food.

Winter	migration	is	affected	by	fence	which	pose	a	risk	of	entanglement	and	may	affect	
the	vigor	of	animals	already	stressed	by	harsh	winter	conditions;	this	is	
especially	true	for	young	animals.
Fences	block	wildlife	from	critical	winter	range	and	access	to	food	and	water	neces-
sary	for	survival.		This	could	force	animals	into	less	desirable	ranges	in	terms	of	
slope	aspect,	vegetation	and	snow	depth	affecting	the	long	term	survival	of	the	herd.

Fences	can	entrap	wildlife	(e.g.,	animals	caught	in	a	highway	right-of-way	can	be	forced	
to	cross	a	busy	roadway	because	the	fences	are	too	high	to	jump).

Creates	deadly	obstacles	for	sandhill	cranes,	great	blue	herons,	and	trumpeter	swans	
when	blocking	flyways.

i

j

l

i

j

g

(information provided by Wyoming Game and Fish Department)
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Look for a rail on top, smooth wire on the bottom, 
and 40 inches or less in height.

A buck n’ rail fence with dropped rails every 400 feet 
allows animals to cross.
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What	defines	a	good	fence?
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Low post and rail fences are good, unless the fence is intended 
to protect a child’s play area.

Highly visible fences with wooden top rails over watercourses help 
trumpeter swans avoid hitting fences.
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Barbed wire on the top and bottom of a fence can entangle wildlife.

Buck n’ rail fences are difficult to cross because they are too 
wide at their base and often too tall for wildlife to cross safely.
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What	defines	a	bad	fence?
If	fences	are	necessary	or	desired,	there	are	both	good	

and	bad	fences.		The	following	are	bad	fences:

Board 
President, 

Shirley 
Cheramy is 

5ʼ3” tall (63”) 
and this fence 

is nearly as 
tall as she 

is, far 
exceeding the 
recommended 

height of 
38-40”.
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More	bad	fencing...

This fence is too tall (unless wildlife movement 
through the area is not an issue).

Old neglected fences create serious hazards for wildlife.
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bad	fencing...

The lower rail on this fence is too low for 
wildlife to cross under safely.

Although the height of the top rail is good, the bottom rail is too 
low if built in an area where wildlife frequently cross.
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Wooden Plank Fence
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Fence	&	Family
A	good	family	fence	will	keep	wildlife	out	and	children	safe	

within.		The	key	to	the	following	fence	is	height,	stability	and	

closed	and	locked	gates.

These fences are useful for small areas around homes, but are not recommended 
for perimeter fencing.  If a gate is left open, moose and other game can find a 
way in but not out. This can panic the animal and lead to aggressive or unpre-

dictable behavior.

Chain Link Fence



Fence	&	Family	(continued)....

This is a good fence for keeping wildlife out because it is 
too tall for ungulates to negotiate.

This is a poor yard fence.  It does keep kids and pets in, 
but is too low to keep wildlife out.
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What’s	the	best	solution?

Do not build any fences at all.  Instead use natural 
vegetation to serve as a privacy fence.

Use trees or vegetation as a boundary marker, 
in place of a fence.
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How	can	we	remedy	
existing	fences?

Before

After
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Add	a	top	rail	to	an	existing	barbed	wire	fence	in	sections	
that	block	migration	routes	or	access	to	food	and	water.		

The	top	rail	prevents	entanglement	and	makes	
the	fence	more	visible.

Left to Right: Ed Cheramy, Bob Paulson & Bruce Simon
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More	remedies...
Take	down	barbed	wire	fences	that	are	no	longer	in	use	

to	remove	hazards	to	wildlife.		The	Jackson	Hole	Wildlife	

Foundation	has	removed	14	miles	of	barbed	wire	

fence	throughout	the	valley.

Volunteers take down fences that have fallen into disrepair.

The barbed wire is brought to the Jackson 
Community Recycling Center.
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More	remedies...

Drop buck n’ rail fences every 400’ to allow wildlife to cross safely.
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Do not leave fences that have fallen into disrepair.  
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More	remedies...

Work with private landowners as partners to build wildlife friendly 
fences when a new fence is needed.

David Owens 
of Owens 

Excavation 
built a wildlife 
friendly fence 

around the 
perimeter of 

his gravel pit 
on the corner 

of Highway 22 
and Highway 

390.
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Fences which cross waterways should be marked
with a florescent-colored plastic sleeve to prevent swans 

from become entangled.  At a minimum, it should be 
flagged for greater visibility.
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Fences	have	become	a	symbol	of	the	West.

Perhaps	it’s	time	to	expand	our	image	of	the	West	to	include	

the	magnificent	and	abundant	wildlife	with	which	we	live.		By	

choosing	wildlife	friendly	fencing	we	are	taking	a	step	closer	

to	living	compatibly	with	our	native	wildlife.

Thanks	for	doing	your	part.

For more information please see the enclosed brochure “ How to create Wildlife Friendly Fencing”, 
or call the Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation at (307) 739-0968.  Donations can be sent to: 

P.O. Box 8042, Jackson, Wyoming  83002.
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